April 208 www.boatinternational.co

aests commg_ Nk
back: jormorc |

UPERYACH'E“

~ D O
W Theboats that

b - aresavinglives

Make way
for 98 metres
of extreme
design

g

Sy
A . 25

- .
.g: ~ ;o 5
b s O - :
ia
#;



UNGHARTED
WATERDS

With movie-worthy cruising grounds, sunny

winter days and a thriving party scene,
Phuket is the perfect playground for
superyachts, Sophia Wilson discovers why
the island is prepped for a charter boom




Iving inon aswayingseaplane over a seemingly never
ending lagoon, the waters dotted with Hmestone karsis
Clothed in green, Roger Moore put Phang Nga Bay on
the map with The Man with the Golden Gun in gy, For

once, eirains favourie secrersorvice agent was slighily

fnte 1o the parey, King Rama V ol Siam was the first to
attractuttention to this Edenon the sea when he visited
i the late igrh century,

Regardless of who got there fiest, millions have now
followed in thelr footsteps and i you tuke oo2s (Hght path
toduy the waters are scattered with day teipping tourist
faunehes and the colour fullong il boat ol locals, And
yer despite the breathtaking beauty of this place, youare
unlikely tospotsuperyachis bobbing alongside them,

Fhe dearth of superyachts is not due to a fear ol a
highly skilled assansin wielding a golden gun or even a
lack ofsultable fucilivies (Phuket's Ao Po Grand Marina
canaccommodato yachts

over 100 metres) but rather first charter Heence for

It b due to government
loghslatlon preventing the
roglon fromachieving s
potontial s destination
forsuporyachtehartors
At glitzy coremony
I Bangkok in Seprembaor
2015, 4t metre Ocean
Fmerald was the proud
recipiont of Thatland’s

Kotaand Karon beoaches are
(ol the delighis fosnd
o0 Pk t's went coant

Phuket’s white
sand beaches
rolling into the

Andaman Sea are
home to aswathe

of luxury hotels

be able o charter”

Until the straation e rosolved you can avold
the tax and st charter a forelgn-Nagged yacht

yachin,” says Northrop & Johnson's Phuker based charter
manager and broker Lies Sol. “It's anyone's
guess wheneverything will be finalised because

rovernmoent arganisations need to work together”

n foreigo-Magped vensel,
Theattending deputy prime
minister spoke of having
cronted a “lframework”
that would attract more
suporyachs to Thalland,
However, more than
two years later, no other
wuporyachis have followed
in Ocean Emerald’s wake

“Atthe moment, the charter

Heence st isn'oviable” explains Gordon Fernandes, of Asla
Pacihic Superyacho Phuket "When they made the licence,
no one consulted the revenue department so by law you
technically sl have to piy tax on the value of the yachi o

There i pressure on industry players across Thakland o
cenolve the sitantion, buthicde indication thaicis happening,
The good thing is the government in genersl sees the benefits,
sothereinuntrong push o change the regulations for visiting







Voyage
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CEO o Tnfindte Luxury and host of the annual Kata
Hocks Superyacht Rendezyous, Pope’s mantra is 1o
CRCOUTage superym '\I'-In'lnanln 7 Inste .ulullu'.nllll)[
to the Caribbean tor the winter season, The plan
secms o beworkingwithan increased Heet attending
this years rendezvouns, including 68 metre Feadship
Lady Christine, so.0 metre Northern Sunand 52 motre
phinisi schooner Zen
At Popes ultra modern Kot Rocks Resort we are
treated o a thwo day showcane of what Phukot haxto
oller, Combining o mixture of rolaxed cruinlng, yacht
hopsand two fabulous partion - with irework displays
Hghtng up the bay, gold patnted wilters brandishing
bottles of chimpagne and DJs playing on o stage in
the intindty pool - itdemonstrates both sidesof Tife on
oller in Phuket il
What we veally need 1o do is -
Bobld ehis event and butld Asia”
Pope siys, "I b very much about
securingcharters, Whatthis event
doos in RIVE Vil HICR NPosure 1o
hopotully getsome chartors, 1 they
hoellove thoy are golng to getcharters they are more likely to come this way,”
Oneolthe biggestdeaws for potontialchartor goests s the beautiful erulsing
areansurrounding Phuket, including the Stoilan Ilands, Phi Phiislands and
Phang Nga Bay, While the armada of tourist boats can scom off putting, for
thowe in the know there are still plenty of spots of solltude o be discovered
"'When you are on o boat you can avoid the so-called tourist destinations but
you need acaptain with local knowledge,” sayn Sol “The further you got away
from Phuket, the more peace and quiet you get. | have just hoard from the
captainol Lady Azul, who bs with guests in Ko Lipe, There is no one there and
they are loving in”
One ol the most serene hideaways can be found closer to Phoket than you might expect. Six

Senses Yoo Nolon Yao Nobisland s only 16 naatical mbles from Phokets Ao Po Greand Marina, but
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Rutoxut Six Senven Yao Nolatart from $501 por

night ina Hideaway Pool Villa, sixsenses,com

KATAN | WP NIYACH ENDEZVOL
Phe invitation only Kata Rocks Superyachi
Rendesvous will run trom 20 December 2008,

Kataroe Lv.u,n ryachirenderyvous.com
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